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1. Executive Summary

Why is this report being brought 
to the Board? - Relevance of 
this report to the priorities of the 
Joint Health and Wellbeing
Strategy, the Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment or integrated 
working

To inform the board of the redesign of the 
smoking cessation services in Salford.

To highlight to the board the impact of smoking 
on the Salford population and to suggest options 
for working together as a borough to tackle 
smoking tobacco.

Health and Wellbeing Board’s 
duties or responsibilities in this 
area

Board Terms of Reference 
 Improve health and well-being across the 

city and remove health inequalities. 

 Prevention and early intervention 
throughout life - we will stop problems 
occurring in the first place wherever we 
can. 

Board Priorities: 
 Living Well: I am able to take care of my 

own health, wellbeing and am able to 
manages the challenges that life gives 
me.

Key questions for the Health and 
Wellbeing Board to address – 
what action is needed from the 
Board and its members?

To note progress made.

To consider how the Board, and the constituent 
organisations can contribute to reducing 
smoking in Salford.

What requirement is there for 
internal or external 
communication around this 
issue?

None externally but further discussions will be 
required within organisations.



2. Introduction 

One of the most significant influences on this low healthy life expectancy for the 
people of Salford is smoking tobacco. We know that half of all smokers will die from 
a smoking related disease, and many of these deaths will be too early. In addition, 
many smokers will suffer from chronic and acute illnesses as a result of their 
addiction. These include respiratory illnesses, such as COPD, and heart disease, as 
well as cancers.

Salford has higher smoking rates than England, or Greater Manchester as a whole. 
Less than 15% of the adult population in England are smokers, but 21% of the 
population of Salford (slightly more than 1 in 5) are. The smoking rates in Salford are 
reducing. The current figure is a reduction from 27% in 2011. But still, there are more 
than 40,000 smokers in Salford. This is the second highest smoking rate in GM 
(second only to Manchester).

Importantly smoking disproportionately impacts on some groups in our communities, 
and is a key driver of inequalities in health. 30% of those in routine and manual 
professions smoke, compared to 11% in professional and managerial. More men 
than women smoke. Also, 40% of those with a long term mental health illness smoke 
in Salford.
 
Supporting individual smokers to give up smoking is a key way to reduce smoking 
rates, and to improve the population health. As well as individual support, wider 
legislation, and policies have the potential to have dramatic influences. Smoke-free 
legislation is an example of this type of intervention. As a locality, Salford has the 
potential to develop a borough-wide approach to smoking that supports an 
environment where smoking is not the norm, and where residents who currently 
smoke are supported to quit smoking.

Now is the right time to make smoking a focus for Salford. It fits with a number of other 
work streams, including the redesigned smoking cessation service offer, the proposed 
Lung Health Check Programme, and the Greater Manchester Make Smoking History 
campaign.

3. Key issues for the Board to consider

To comment on the redesigned stop smoking provision in Salford which will be 
outlined in the presentation.

The Board to consider the key role of all employers, health and care services and 
educational establishments in ensuring that smoking becomes a less visible, and 
less attractive practice.

4. Recommendations for action

 Commit to working together to create an environment where not smoking is the 
norm and where we support our residents that currently smoke to quit.



 Set up a locality group to develop a Salford approach to smoking including e-
cigarettes, smoke free grounds and other policies that would support Salford to 
move towards a smoke free legislation.

5. Contextual Information

A presentation will be provided, featuring the following elements:

Part A – an outline Salford’s stop smoking services for 2019 onwards, focusing the 
main areas that have been reviewed and the basis for the changes. The Services 
outlined include:

 The Specialist Community Stop Smoking service that is aligned to the proposed 
Lung Health Check initiative.

 Salford Royal Stop Smoking Service.

 Stop smoking support in Primary Care.

 Stop smoking support for pregnant women who smoke.

Part B – smoke free environments; revisiting what smoke free environments mean 
and their role in influencing smoking choices.

Part C – electronic cigarettes. Working towards an agreed position on electronic 
cigarettes including their role in support tobacco smokers to stop smoking.


